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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 

EXAMINATION REPORT - . . . Ihtemationai application No. . R.CT/EP 03/02786 



I. Basis of the report . 

1*. With regard to the elements of the international e^p\\caX\qn.(Repfacement sheets vyhich heve been furfysti^dtd 
therec^Mhg Office h response Jo an invitation vhder Article 14 are refenred to in this report as ''origih^ty filed" 
anffare not annexed to Ms report since diey do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 17))\ 



Description, Pages 

1-7 ^ as originally filed > 

Claims, Numbers 

1-9 as originally filed 

Drawings, Slieets 

1 12r2l2. as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority In the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless othenwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or fumished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 andbr 55.3).. 

3. With regard to any nucleotide andA>r amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was earned out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ fumished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently fumished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been fumished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable fomi is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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^" ° 2o/^5J^Ji'^®5!®" established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 
• ' " *f ."fj^^r^^; to SO beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule .70.2(c)), * M«.,s.ince iney nave 

f^y^f'^'^^"*^^^* ^"*^^''^9such^en^ must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
.6. Additiop.al observations, if necessary: 

i: Statement " 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 1-9 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 1-9 

Industrial applicability (lA) Yes: Claims 1-9 

No: Claims 

2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventW step 
or industrial applicability; citations Am explanations supporting such statement 

Reference Is made to the following document: 

D1: US-A-5 359 712 (MILLS MICHAEL ETAL) 25 October 1994 (1994-10-25) 

The present application does not meet the requirements of Art. 33(2) PCT because the 
subject-matter of claims 1 -9 lacks novelty. 

For claim 1 

D1 discloses a signal processing apparatus having at least one cross-fading 
device for cross-fading signals, in which a plurality of inputs for receiving input 
signals are provided and in which an output signal can be tapped off at an output 
(see Fig.3 and col. 3, line 59 - col. 4, line 2) and having a control apparatus 
(computer system in Fig.3) for controlling the cross-fading device, characterized in 
that the control apparatus has an input means (user interface at col. 9, line 55 - 
col 10, line 53) for Inputting a specific cross-fading function (cun/es 1505 and 
1510 at col. 37. line 65 - col 38, line 18) for each input signal to be cross-faded. 

For claim 2 

D1 discloses a signal processing apparatus, characterized in that the cross-fading 
function assigned by inputting to each input signal to be cross-faded can be 
written to a store (possibility to store the curves 1505 and 1510 individually at 
col.37, line 65 - col. 38, line 4) and can be read from the store for a cross-fading 
operation. 

For claim 3 

D1 discloses a signal processing apparatus, characterized In that the start time 
and the end time of the cross-fading function assigned to an input signal can be 
defined within a cross-fading Inten^al (see at col.40, line 44 - col. 41, line 1 1 where 
the user can designate for each audio signal a temporal portion to be used in the 
transition). 



For claim 4 
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(slope of the cuive defined by the user ai CK)1 3^ 
;w the fading profile can be chosen whhin the cross-fading interval. 

For claim 5 

D1 discloses a signal processing apparatus, characterized In that a means 
(defining the shape of the curve at col.40. lines 7-22) for Inputting a linear and/or 
nonlinear profile of the cross-fading function for each Input signal is provided. 

For claim 6 

D1 discloseis a signal processmg apparatus, characterized in that the input signals 
can be addltively cross-faded In a manner dependent on defined assigned cross- 
fading functions (see at col.38, lines 2-4 where the two resources, I.e. the two 
cun/es can be handled as one resource. See also in Fig.l4, templates 141 1 1415 
and 1421). 

For claim 7 

D1 discloses a signal processing apparatus, characterized in that the input means 
for inputting specific cross-fading functions has a graphical user interface (see the 
cun/es in Fig. 1 5 and how the corresponding templates are created at col 37 line 
53 - col.38. line 9). " ' 

For claim 8 

pi discloses a signal processing apparatus, characterized by a graphical user 
Interface having 

- a representation (fig. 23a) of the time base of the input signals to be cross- 
faded within the cross-fading Inten^al and/or 

- a representation (fig. 15a-15c) of the profiles of the cross-fading functions 
of the input signals to be cross-faded within the cross-fading inten/al and/or 

- a representation (fig. 14. templates 141 1,1415 and 1421) of the additive 
cross-fading of the input signals to be cross-faded within the cross-fading 
Interval. 

For claim 9 

D1 discloses a method for processing signals, in which a plurality of Input signals 
are cross-faded in a control-dependent manner in order to generate an output 
signal, characterized In that each input signal to be cross-faded is assigned a 
specific cross-fading function (col. 3, lines 59-68 and Fig. 15a-15c) 
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. Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5. 1 (a)(li) PCT, the relevant .background art 
disclosed in the documeplDI is n6t nffentioned In the description, nor Is this document ' 
Identified therein. 
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